
Dear Enthusiastic Community, 

Your MEQ is your wonderfully 

welcoming hugs! 

Change 

Being a part of WWME has 

taught us many things and en-

couraged our growth as follow-

ers of Christ. This growth and 

learning are a major piece of 

why we wanted to be and con-

tinue to be involved in Marriage 

Encounter. The Holy Spirit is at 

work in us and we are works in 

progress. So, it is with WWME 

as well. We need to be his 

hands and feet in the world, but 

let Him lead. Sometimes this 

can be a little scary. For exam-

ple, holding six weekends in 

2010 seemed like a step back-

wards, but it has opened the 

opportunity to do in-parish 

weekends.  

 

As we write this letter, the St. 

Theresa of Lisieux In-Parish 

Weekend has yet to take place. 

The Macomb community has 

worked with great enthusiasm 

and spirit to fill the Weekend. 

Now we continue to pray that 

we leave room for the Holy 

Spirit to do His work. 

 

Our dialog question was 

òHow do I feel about a full 
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Soulmates Celebrate Wedding Anniversaries 
Our WEDS group celebrated 

their 2nd Anniversary dinner at 

Eastside Marios 

on June 9th.   Eight 

couples attended.   

Our combined 

years married 

totaled 368 years.   

Awesome!! 

Three couples 

were celebrating 

òspecial anniver-

sariesó this year: 

 ̈ Ferman & 

Cheryl Sand-

ers (40) 

 ̈ Rick & 

Miriam Miku-

lak (25)  

 ̈ Carl & Ruth Bachor (25). 

Congratulations to all of you for 

your commitment & dedication 

to each other & your marriages.   

We know it takes time & effort 

to build strong marriages,   but 

the end result is well worth it! 

Three couples were unable to 

attend,  but 

were with us in 

spirit.   The 

food,  as well as 

the conversa-

tions around 

the table,   was 

most enjoyable.   

We feel it is 

important to 

schedule time 

to socially get 

together,   as 

well as just 

relaxing.   We 

rounded out the 

evening by 

òopen sharingó 

on the question:   òWhat are the 

strengths I admire most in you?ó  

DILD 
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Why did you DECIDE to go to this 

Convention? 

Dan & Debbie Waring ð We had 

never been to a convention be-

fore.  Truthfully, with us being 

almost empty nesters and our 

children fending for themselves, 

we were able to afford to go and 

also the fact that it was within 

driving distance. 

Walt & Joyce Gomulinski ð At-

tending the Worldwide Marriage 

Encounter Conventions has been 

a tradition with us since we were 

encountered. South Bend was 

the 25th Convention that we 

have gone to. 

 

Did you have any ADVENTURES 

in your travels to or from the 

Convention? 

Waring ð We drove with another 

couple and really got a chance to 

know them and their life story.  It 

was a blessing to get to know 

this couple better and form a 

closer friendship with them. 

Gomulinski ð The drive was 

pleasant. 

 

What did you ENJOY the most at 

this Convention? 

Waring ð Mostly the camarade-

rie of each couple there.  It was 

fun, interesting, and enlighten-

ing.  Everyone was like old 

friends, getting together at a 

reunion.  It was almost like a 

huge, weekend long community 

night.   

Gomulinski ð The convention 

went very smoothly. The party 

was great especially when our 

new Bride and Groom (Charlie 

and Dairdre McGlothlin) let us 

stay with them on their wedding 

night.  

We thought the convention was 

well planned. The presentations 

were great and the production 

of, òMan from La Manchaó really 

topped off the evening. 

 

What was something INTEREST-

ING that happened to you at any 

time over the weekend? 

Waring ð As we said, we drove 

with another couple and we did-

n't 

want them 

to feel be-

holden to us 

about having 

to drive us 

everywhere 

so we de-

cided, during 

the ex-

tended 

break-time, 

to walk 

to the Notre 

Dame Book-

store. We 

asked the 

desk-clerk 

for direc-

tions and 

began our 

little adven-

ture. As we 

were walk-

ing, and 

things were looking more and 

more like we were headed in the 

wrong direction, we heard a horn 

blow and two couples asked if 

we were with the WWME conven-

tion and where we were go-

ing.  When we told them and 

they informed us we would never 

get to the bookstore the way we 

were going.  They offered us a 

ride, which we happily took, and 

when we hopped in, we learned 

that the older couple was from 

the Indiana area and the other, 

younger couple, was from an-

other state.  But it was interest-

ing that when we were driving, it 

was like we were old friends.  On 

our way back to the convention 

center, from the Notre Dame 

Bookstore, we were yelled at and 

given the ME love sign, which we 

returned with smiles.  The couple 

asked us if we needed a ride, 

which I (Debbie) declined but 

graciously thanked them for 

offering.  Once we were on the 

road, Daniel expressed his tired-

ness and his feeling of confusion 

that I rejected a ride without 

even asking him.  So, I (Debbie) 

flagged down the couple as they 

were getting into their car and 

asked if the offer was still 

good.  Of course, they were 

happy to drive 

us back to the 

hotel we were 

staying at. On 

the way back 

we learned 

they were from 

Ohio and they 

told us their 

whole story and 

we became 

instant 

friends.  How 

awesome is 

that!  It was like 

that with every 

single person 

who attended 

the conven-

tion.   

Gomulinski ð It 

is always inter-

esting at a conven-

tion meeting up 

with couples we have met 

through the years, plus new cou-

ples we met here.  Our Detroit 

area couples are always great to 

see and it was wonderful seeing 

so many from our area go this 

year.  This was a fun weekend. 

 

How did the convention AFFECT 

your relationship? DILD! 

Waring ð We believe the conven-

tion opened our eyes to see that 

WWME really is WorldWide, be-

yond what we could have ever 

imagined had we not attended 

this year.  One thing that did 

happen, and I regretfully admit it 

was my (Debbie's) fault, was that 

we got into a tiff after the last 

presentation on Saturday eve-

ning.  Of course, my prideful 

attitude clicked in and I judged I 

was right and was not going to 

give in.  Needless to say, after a 

few hours of both of us wonder-

ing what the heck was going on 

(Continued on page 5) 

Part 1 of 5 part series 

We solicited responses 

from those who attended 

the 2009 Section 6 & 7 

Convention on July 10-12, 

in Notre Dame, IN.  

Thank You to the couples 

who have shared their 

thoughts and feelings here 

with The WWME Detroit 

Area. You have blessed us 

with your words. We have 

gotten a great deal of inspi-

ration and energy by putting 

this series of articles to-

gether. We highly recom-

mend you take the time to 

read each comment. 

It was an amazing conven-

tion that touched all who 

were there. We strongly 

suggest anyone reading 

these comments, from 

these eight couples, to seri-

ously consider attending 

the next WWME Conven-

tion. You can see what it 

has done for them, it can 

be the same for you. 

The couples we are high-

lighting in this installment 

areé 

Dan & Debbie Waring ð 

They are in the Macomb 

Zone and are part of the 

Dream Keepers WEDS 

Group. They have been 

married 32 years and 

òexperiencedó their Week-

end in February of 1986. 

They have three kids and 

two grand children. 

Walt & Joyce Gomulinski ð 

They are in the Macomb 

Zone and are part of the 

Dream Keepers WEDS 

group. They have been mar-

ried 47 years and 

òexperiencedó their Week-

end in July of 1978. They 

have three kids, five grand 

children and one great-

grand child.  

 

ñFran & Jerry Ashe 

2009 Section 6/7 Convention Reflections  

Dan & Debbie Waring 



weekend?ó 

 

Dear Chris and Msgr. Chuck, 

Msgr. Chuckõs MEQ: You kind 

heartedness 

Chrisõ MEQ: Your commit-

ment to being healthy. 

I feel excited. My excited 

feeling is similar to how I feel 

when I give someone a gift I 

think they will love. For exam-

ple, when we surprised Chrisõ 

Mom with a trip to see the Rose 

Show in Oregon. My excited 

feeling makes me want to get 

up off the couch and jump 

around. I imagine it would be 

how I would feel if I won some 

money in the lottery. A Christ-

mas morning sort of excited. Itõs 

the start of a vacation. The in-

tensity is about an eight. The 

taste is pop-rock candy. The 

feeling is a little ungrounded. 

Love, Renee 

 

Dear Renee and Msgr. Chuck, 

Msgr. Chuckõs MEQ: Your 

faith. 

Reneeõs MEQ: Your open-

ness. 

Itõs exciting to see how the 

community really bonded to-

gether to make the weekend 

happen. Iõm excited to see 

(Continued from page 1) something different happen. My 

feeling is like opening a present 

from Renee. The excited feeling 

is like discovering some new 

tool to get things done faster. 

The excitement is similar to the 

way I feel when I learn some-

thing new with the kids. If my 

feeling were a food, it would be 

anytime Iõve found a new tasty 

food thatõs good for me. If my 

feeling were a color, it would be 

a shiny, new, and polished 

white. It is a seven out of 10.  

Love, Chris 

 

More Changes 

The way we assign prayer 

couples is changing. Instead of 

the prayer couple coordinators 

calling a fixed list of prayer cou-

ples, weõre putting you in con-

trol of signing up on the Detroit 

area website. This will make it 

easier for couples who have 

never had the chance to be a 

prayer couple to sign up, and 

refresh our list of couples every 

time we hold a weekend. If you 

know you will be available, you 

can even sign up to be a prayer 

couple for weekends next year! 

Visit it today at:  

http://wwme -detroit.org/be-a-

prayer-couple.html. 

 

WWME is updating the look 

and feel of the trifolds and bro-

chures that we use in parishes 

and in personal inviting. This 

new look and feel will be ex-

tended to our website as well. 

Look for it in the coming 

months. 

 

Enrichments 

We have two great enrich-

ment opportunities coming up. 

The first is Community Night ñ 

September 12th hosted by the 

Macomb Zone at St. Anastasia 

in Troy.  The theme is:  òMusic 

of Loveó.  The second is the Day 

of RomanceñOctober 10th. The 

theme is: òLaugh your Way to a 

Better Marriage. It will take 

place at St. John Fisher in Roch-

ester Hills.  You can find out 

more below or online at: 

http://wwme -detroit.org/day-of-

romance.html 

 

World Priest Day is coming 

up October 25th at 3:00-

6:00pm. Msgr. Chuck will be 

hosting at SS. Cyril & Methodius 

Seminary in Orchard Lake. Find 

out more about this event at: 

http://wwme -detroit.org/world-

priest-day.html 

 

Faith Will Light the Way 

Love, 

Chris and Renee Pall & Msgr. 

Chuck 

Ecclesial LetterñContinued 
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Saturday, October 10, 2009  8:30-4:00 

St. John Fisher Parish, 3665 E. Walton Blvd., Auburn Hills 

$15.00 per couple, Deli Lunch Included.  Register by Oct 3, 2009 

Questions?  Call Scott & Mary Larsen 248-669-9535 

 

For Registration online: wwme-detroit.org/encountered.html  

Or 

Send check payable to WWME along with Name, Phone, WEDS Group  & Email to: 

Mike and Kim Potter, 59100 Topping Ct, Lyon Twp, MI 48165 

Dialogue: 

HDIF about a full 

weekend?   
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