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Dear WWME Community

We were nervous the first Community is there so we Your feedback is kindly
Encounter Weekends time we attended a WEDS can travel the journey together. requested
meeting. We struggled and ac-  (We are not alone!) q
" NOV 13_15 tually argued some before we lt6s time for

made it there. We each had our

est re-evaluation of where we
own reasons to be nervous

are at as a community. In some

Jan 29’30 ﬂ%?,&“rﬁ{féﬂgwtguﬂ’gK,Jgssthrzfeef,'"g' respects, weodve So now what? We want to
Who would be there? How I.ong rut. OoWeo have getbacktobasics: building UT
. Would we Sta ) Wou-ld |t be CUStOmS and Current Structure strong WEDS groups and suc-
Feb 12-14 weird? WOU'C}/\'NE feel trapped’) as the way things have to be . cessfully helplng couples off the
If we only knew what the future done. I t8s i mweekend joina WEDS group. 2 K €
held, we probably would have the lead and not be afraid to try e have been talking to WEDS
’ some new ideas. and Zone leaders throughout

been a lot more nervous! .
the Detroit Area. Some WEDS

(Continued on page3)

Inside this issue: Day of (Fun and) Romance

Thi s Daga R s tions and hugs greeted us. They were: Steve & Cindy
mance was a fan- Burnett and John &

Convention Reflections 2 tastic, funilled } Sherri Goff. They
day for the 17 cou did a terrific job pre-
New US Ecclesial Tear 3 ples who attended senting and facilitat-
this annual event §l ing a video presenta-
. held this year at tion by Pastor Mark
Planning Calendar 4 St. John Fisher in Gungor entitled
) ) Auburn Hills on oLaugh Your W
Dance 10. Congratula- | It was a hilarious
Subscriber Renewal tions to our hosts | format where Pastor
Directory the Oa_lkland Zone Mark related the
who did such a .
tiob!! differences between
WEDSs Support 7 great] men and women,
Our day at Steve & Cindy Burnett and John & Sherri Goff how they think, and
8:30AM, where how they feel emo-

coffee, juices, bagels (with Two couples from the  tions. There was so much
cream cheese too), donuts Lansing area made the early

and catchingup conversa-  tripe to serve as presenters. (Continued on paged)
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Part 3 of 5 part series

We solicited responses
from those who attended
the 2009 Section 6 & 7
Convention on July 1€12,
in Notre Dame, IN.

Thank You to the couples
who have shared their
thoughts and feelings here
with The WWME Detroit
Area. You have blessed us
with your words. We have
gotten a great deal of inspi-
ration and energy by putting
this series of articles to-
gether. We highly recom-
mend you take the time to
read each comment.

It was an amazing conven-
tion that touched all who
were there. We strongly
suggest anyone reading
these comments, from
these eight couples, to seri-
ously consider attending
the next WWME Conven-
tion. You can see what it
has done for them. It can
do the same for you.

The couples we are high-
lighting in this installment
aree

Dennis & Judy Leduc i
They are in the Wayne
Zone and are part of the
Downriver Lovebirds
WEDS Group. They have
been married 28 years
and fiexperienced
Weekend in March of
2001. They have three
kids and one grand child
on the way, due in De-
cember 2009.

Chris & Renee Pall i

They are in the Oakland

Zone and are part of the

Happy Huggers WEDS

Group. They have been

married 10 years and
fexperiencedo th
end in 2005. They have

four childrend one girl and

three boys.

fiFran & Jerry Ashe
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2009 Section 6/7 Convention Reflections

Why did youDECIDEo goto

this Convention? What was somethinNTER- How did the conventiomAF-

Chris & Renee Palb This was ESTINGhat happened to you FECTyour relationship?DILD!
our first convention. We were at any time over the week-
excited from the first when  end?

we heard about it being at
Notre Dame and included
Mass in the grotto and a din-
ner theater. But ultimately, it
was that our family
was doing so well
after David's birth just
five weeks before the
convention, that al-
lowed us to make the
trip.

Pall 6 We addressed some of
our painful/hot topics. We
realized we were using busy-
ness as an excuse not to ad-
dress our vulnerable areas. If
we don't take the time
nowé t hen
lives get even busier
with our children, we
will have a tougher row
to hoe. Addressing
these sensitive areas in
our dialogue has cre-
ated more joy in our
relationship. We have a
new lightness and more
romance in our

lives. It's similar to that
Jof the
Weach otheré
! || our early dating.

Leducd All of the work

Pall 6 Our 5 week old baby,
David, slept through the
whole day, and many people

Dennis & Judy Leduc
0 This was our first

convention. We were
encountered in No-

vember 2007. We i
thought it would be a £
nice getaway and |
opportunity to experi- &
ence the extended

Dennis and Judy Leduc

“community.” that went into making
Did you have anyAD- the weekend so great
VENTURES® your travels to made us feel special and

commented on what an angel
he was. The night was an-
Pall § It was the easiest car  other story. He cried for

trip with 4 kids we have ever about 3 hours straight from
had. 9pm to Midnight. He finally

Leducs N | advent went to sleep when we
educo No real adventures, ., maq on the hair dryer and

but wenemjoyed traveling with . o4 hinin the

the Jay & Linda Spranger and oo chair in the hotel

getting to know them better room. Our one year old, Na-

on the car ride. than, only cried for an hour  North American Convention,
What did youENJOYhe most and a half. We sure hope in Detroit, in 2012 (JUST KID-
at this Convention? those room walls were thick. DINGY

Leducd Dennis especially
PalIé_The talks were out- enjoyedthe play on Saturday
standing and the mass very pignt | Judy, enjoyed sharing
beautiful. ideas with the couples at our
Leducd The sincere interest table and getting new per-
thatthe Wtkes ouples at our Spectives on things. A couple
table had for us, even though at our table suggested a

we only met that day. This ~ Spontaneous vocal prayer for
included one couple giving usneeds that had been ex-

their phone number to con-  pressed during the Table

tact them if we needed sup- Sharing. We all held hands
port. and prayed.

surrounded by love, which
helped to renew us. We did
dialogue for a few days after
we got home.

Would you go tAANOTHER
convention? When? U.S./
Canadian Convention in At-
lantic City in 2010 or the Sec-
tion Convention 2011, the

or from the Convention?

Palld We would go to an-
other convention. We hope
to bring our kids and our par-
ents to watch them

again. Hmm... North Ameri-
can Convention, in Detroit, in
2012, convenient loca-

tion? It sure would bring our
community together.

Leducd Definitely, the Sec-

(Continued on pages)
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o0gettin
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leaders have had an opportu-
nity to ask your input at WEDS
meetings. We are also putting
together an email survey that

asking WEDS groups to con-
sider is to change from sharing
dialogs together to couple shar-
ing a personal, relationship
oriented question just between
themselves. We recently
learned that reading dialogs is a

relationship without the pres-
sures of reading to other cou-
ples at the meeting.

This is a lot of change We
need your ideas and feedback.

What will make your experi-

Page

Dialogue:
How does the
WWME Community

challenge us to be a

wedl |l send out Detroit custom thatis not prac- k ence with Marriage Encounter s
from those in community who ticed elsewhere in the country.  more meaningful? What do you better couple :
may not regularly attend a Your WEDS group should make want more of? What do you HDIEAT?
WEDS meeting. Lastly, we are the choice that is right for any want less of? We really would
planning to have a Community  given meeting. Having dialog love to hear from you. We are
wide meeting on Saturday, writing and verbal time for working hard for the commu-
January 9. Everyone is invited spouses continues to be the nity, but maybe we are spend-
We will share the trends we focus of any meeting. ing our energy in the wrong
have_heard, the new |Qeas cir- Using a separate question areas. We _have no way of
culating, and be listening for (from the one used for couple knowing this unless you tell us!
more feedback from those at- . We are an organization that is
tending the meetin share) for open sharing may be built around communication

9 9 particularly important when new Obviouslv face to face is be;st

Everyone wants events; couples, who may not have B Y -
ut i f you candt make the Com-

couples are not only excited to
attend but excited to giveWe
want all couples to come away
with something
by just going out on a date or
visiting with friends. We want
them to know they are building
a stronger marital relationship.
We want them to have new
tools as well as a better under-
standing of dialog, and its value
in their relationship.

One of the things we are

gone through post, are at the
meeting. These couples may
not be comfortable sharing their
personal dialog. In our experi-
ence, knowing we will be read-
ing our dialog can actually in-
hibit the depth of sharing we
do, and our answer may not
focus
relationship right now Sharing
could be more focused on sup-
porting each other in the dialog
process and in our spousal

New WWME US Ecclesial Team

munity meeting then call us or
email us. We are here to serve
you! This isyourcommunity! It
goes where you want it to!
Love and Hugs,

Chris and Renee Pall & Msgr.
Chuck

0 goingvam & bud s -Faith will light the Way
Dialog Question: How does

the WWME Community chal-
lenge us to be a better couple?
HDIFAT?

Scott & Karen Seaborn from serving at the Miramar Retreat
Section 7 and Fr. Tom Griffith Center in Duxbury, Massachu-
from Section 1 are the new Eccle-setts. He made his weekend in
sial Team for WWME in the U.S. 1986 in Joliet, lllinois. He

Walters, the North American Se-
cretariat Ecclesial Team andEric
& Lupita Goodwin and Fr. John

Persaud, Canadian National Ec-

Scott & served several clesial Team.
Karen made ter_ms as Cadr(_a We know you will pray for all
their week- Priest, sgrved N our new leadership teams the
end in 1993 Ieadershlp for way you prayed for us these past
in Spring- both Sections 1 three years. The three of us are
field, Illi- and 7. Fr. Tom st grateful for the support and
nois. They has served love we experienced during our
have served God6s pewm lafywdate especially grate-
in many apriestfor forty ¢ tor the prayers that helped us
capacities years. to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
including Scott & Karen  Scott & Karen & Fr. Tom will be

Cadre, Section 7 leaders and scottand-

most recently the Team Pillar karen@seabornfamily.comé& Fr.
coordinators with Fr. Mitch Wal- TomTgriffithSVD@yahoo.comill
ters. They have been married forlead the US Board and serve on

25 years.

Fr. Tom Giriffith is a Divine
Word Missionary priest currently

relying on you to help light their
way with prayer as well, especially
during the time of transition of
leadership coming up.

the Executive Council of the Northysith much love,

American Secretariat along with Tony & Cathy & Fr. Emile

Jose & Marilyn Garcia & Fr. Mitch
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Day of (Fun and) Romance -continued

Dialogue:

HDIF when | realize |
have hurt my spouse?

. understand you better or moti- day of fellowship, shared
(Continued from pagel)

vate me to laughter, good food and
laughter in the

room, as each of Rway ? H Ddred # Sifgdur song!!

change inany ended perfectly when we gath-

DILD lus rglateq to simi- The last part of We would encourage all
ar situations in ) ,
. the presentation community couples to attend
our own martiage. dealt with these events during the
It was good to be oforgi venewsrsde ofg t he
able to laugh at i our ma?riage fegret itll
ourselves! relationship. o
After a break, We dialogued on
we dialogued on the question, Barbara & Frank Rouland
the question, 0 HDI F wh®Eh8 Soliimates
oDid | me realize | have
new discoveries hurt my spouse.
about the differentwayswe DI L D. 6
approach our rel,gtionship?2§¢ .
We had a 10 and 10 and then _ r\}/\?;”a tHis s?anseoo? r:urfnjr 6 Pastor Gun-
openly shared on the question? ic I"ss is talk was
oDid the discoV¥eF ;ﬁ]gqvﬁ fE to
s0O mucH fun!! ™It was a great
Planning Calendar
WWME Detroit Community Events
Date Event Location Time Host
Advisory Council/ St. Theresa ]
November 1 (Sun) Recommitment Mass Shelby Township 2:45pm
November 13-15 WWME WEEKEND Marriott, Auburn Hills ~ W/E Macomb Zone
December 6 (Sun) Family Qhrlstmas Mass Location TBD TBD Advisory Council
and Social
2010
Jan 9 (Sat) All Community Meeting Location TBD TBD

Janaury 16 (Sat)
January 29-31

February 7 (Sun)

February 12-14

Christmas Carol Dinner Dance  Southfield Marriott 6:00-Midnight  Oakland Zone

Holy Innocents Parish

WWME WEEKEND : W/E Macomb Zone
Roseville

World Marriage Day San Marino Club Troy 2:00pm M/E Community

WWME WEEKEND St. Paul of the Cross WIE tbd

St . Val ent i ne ds Detroit

yea
We
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ing was like receiving an unex- to keep us growing.We feel
pected gift. It's a warm feeling Truly Blessed.

tion conventions are more prob-similar to a long hug.It's taking Leducd The strongest feeling is Want to Contribute?

able because they
are closer to home-
and more easily driv
able, keeping the
cost low.

Name, andDE-
SCRIBEyour strong-§
est feeling after at-
tending this conven-
tion!

Pall o Blessed!We
see it as an amazing
gift that we got to
go. We were sure
that our family
wouldn't be ready

Renee and Chris Pall

of togetherness, like mem-

mix of humor, insight, prayer, .
laughter. We felt inspired to who would like to

# strong and vibrant.

Anything else you would like
to SHARE.

Pall 6 We really recommend
he convention to couples

4 with children. We know our

= oldest daughter will have
fond memories of the trip

and that long walk to the grotto

for Mass.

to the editors

to travel so soon after David's stock of our lives and seeing

birth. But we kept an open

how much we have wonderful L€ducd Thanks!

mind and prayed about it. And children, supportive parents,
we got to go! Our blessed feel- great friends and a community

WWIE Christmas Caro

Jamuwary 16, 2010

Southfield Marriott
27033 Northwestern Hwy, 48033
(discount rooms available)

Dinner, Dancing, DJ, Cash Bar, Video Nostalgia*

Tickets:
$50 per couple before December 13, 2009
$60 per couple after December 13, 2009
$25 Widows, Widowers, Priests

* send your WWME related photos tavwme@thepalls.conto be included

Register and Pay Online alittp://wwme -detroit.org/christmas-dance.html

Or

Send check payable to WWME along with Name, Phone, WEDS Group & Email to:
Cheryl & Gerald Wernette, 27962 Gaines Mill Way, Farmington Hills, MI 48331 (248)5563/4

bers of a family helping each  If there are others who
other out. There was a great were at the convention

keep our own marriage answer these questions
i just forward them on



