
Dear WWME Community, 

Happy Advent! We prepare 

for the start of Christmas and 

the Nativity of Jesus! Of course, 

everyone in our house is very 

excited about Christmastime. 

We pray that this is a joyous 

and reconciliatory time for you 

and your families as we cele-

brate the gift of life that Jesus 

has given all of us.  

It has been a very busy 

month.  We spoke with all the 

WEDS leaders and Post En-

counter couples to get input on 

what the members of commu-

nity need right now. There were 

many, many good ideas and we 

are excited about seeing some 

of them come to fruition this 

year.  

First, many WEDS leaders 

suggested they would enjoy 

assigning prayer couples to 

couples on the weekend from 

their group themselves. We 

tried it for the November week-

end for some groups and the 

WEDS leaders did a fantastic 

job on short notification. 

Secondly, weõre going to see 

changes in Post Encounter. Our 

Post Encounter will now start 

with having two sessions in-

stead of four (the presentations 

remain similar albeit on a 

shorter timeline).  We are en-

couraging prayer couples to 

attend this first Post meeting to 

help invite couples back into 

their WEDS groups. We have 

found this to be a very powerful 

way to invite couples into com-

munity. As always, Community 

is invited to attend any post 

session as a refresher on the 

Weekend concepts. As a result, 

we will be making a greater 
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Cayman Island WWME Weekend 
The Detroit Area WWME 

presented an outreach week-

end at St. Ignatius Catholic 

Church on the Grand Cayman 

Island on the weekend of 

Nov. 6-8, 2009. St. Ignatius is 

considered part of the Arch-

diocese of Detroit, and is lo-

cated 500 miles south of 

Miami, FL. 

This weekend began as the 

dream of Walt & Joyce Gomu-

linski, Fr, Syl Taube of the 

Detroit WWME, and Chi-Chi 

and Raffy Fercol and Fr. Paul 

Ballien of the Caymanõs. After 

months of hard work and 

planning, the Dream became 

a reality for 15 very special 

couples.   

The Detroit WWME Team 

of Fr. Syl Taube, Jerry & Fran 

Ashe, David & Jane Dewald 

and Walt & Joyce Gomulinski 

arrived on Grand Cayman 

Island on Nov. 5th . We were 

greeted with much love by 

our hosts. 

A lot of work was done by 

the Detroit couples and sev-

eral Cayman couples previ-

ously encountered in the Phil-

ippines, throughout the day 

on Friday. Many helping 

hands made sure this would 

be a weekend for these cou-

ples to remember. 

The couples were indeed 

very eager to have us there 

and worked extremely hard 

throughout the W/E. Many of 

the couples were telling us on 

Sunday morning that they 

planned to take dialogue 

home and use it daily. One 

eager couple, said they 

planned to dialogue 5 times a 

day! We assured them once a 

day would make an awesome 

difference in any relationship! 

Sunday, after a very mov-

ing open sharing filled with 

much applause and kissing, 

the W/E ended with Mass 

and a renewal of vows. As the 

Mass and graduation ended 

the WWME song was sung as 

usual. Then the couples were 

asked to sit down, it was ex-
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Why did you DECIDE to go to this 

Convention? 

Mark & Sabine Vogel ð We have 

attended six conventions.  We 

liked the location, the Notre 

Dame campus was intriguing, 

and the timing worked with 

Mark's work.  We looked forward 

to the fellowship and spending 

time with our 

community. 

Bill & Janice 

Freeman ð We 

decided to go to 

the Convention 

because we had 

not been to one 

in a while. It was 

close and we 

looked forward 

to the warmth of 

the ME couples 

and good impact 

on our relation-

ship.  

Did you have any 

ADVENTURES in 

your travels to or 

from the Convention? 

Vogel ð Smooth sailing all the 

way!! 

Freeman ð We 

stopped by the 

College Football 

Hall of Fame 

(Janice wanted 

to) and the 

Chocolate Shop 

in South Bend 

(also Janiceõs 

idea!?).   

What did you 

ENJOY the most 

at this Conven-

tion? 

Vogel ð The 

busyness train 

was a very rele-

vant issue in 

our lives. The 

Man of La Mancha was very 

enjoyable. The Mass at the 

Grotto was beautiful. 

Freeman ð Most enjoyed the 

presentations. 

What was something INTEREST-

ING that happened to you at any 

time over the weekend? 

Vogel ð Shared meal time with 

friends and explored the South 

Bend area. 

Freeman ð Two hillbillies came 

to the convention late and we 

happened to be there when they 

arrived. 

How did the convention AFFECT 

your relationship? DILD! 

Vogel ð The convention had a 

refreshing and relaxing effect on 

our relationship.  The busyness 

train helped us reflect on how we 

make choices impacting our 

relationship. Excellent sharings. 

Freeman ð The Convention had 

a great impact on our relation-

ship.  Reminded us of our per-

sonal responsibility for our rela-

tionship and encouraged us to 

do more re-evaluations.  

Would you go to ANOTHER con-

vention? When? U.S./Canadian 

Convention in At-

lantic City in 2010 

or the Section Con-

vention 2011, the 

North American 

Convention, in De-

troit, in 2012 (JUST 

KIDDING)? 

Vogel ð Definitely! 

Not sure about 

Atlantic City yet. 

Freeman ð Yes, of 

course, we 

will.  Timing is hard 

to pin 

downé.depends on 

retirement plans 

for Janice, vacation 

time availability, 

etc.  

Name, and DESCRIBE, your 

strongest feeling after attending 

this convention! 

Vogel ð Our strong-

est feeling was 

energized.  The 

convention gave 

our marriage a 

"bounce".  We were 

calmer, closer, and 

more focused on 

each other at the 

end of the week-

end. 

Freeman ð Warm 

appreciation and 

gratitude.  Grati-

tude and apprecia-

tion for all that was 

done to make the 

Weekend happen 

and for drawing us closer as a 

couple. Also, for drawing us 

closer as a community. Similar, 

but not as intense as a regular 

ME Weekend, but still strong.  A 

(Continued on page 3) 

Part 4 of 5 part series 

We solicited responses 

from those who attended 

the 2009 Section 6 & 7 

Convention on July 10-12, 

in Notre Dame, IN.  

Thank You to the couples 

who have shared their 

thoughts and feelings here 

with The WWME Detroit 

Area. You have blessed us 

with your words. We have 

gotten a great deal of inspi-

ration and energy by putting 

this series of articles to-

gether. We highly recom-

mend you take the time to 

read each comment. 

It was an amazing conven-

tion that touched all who 

were there. We strongly 

suggest anyone reading 

these comments, from 

these eight couples, to seri-

ously consider attending 

the next WWME Conven-

tion. You can see what it 

has done for them. It can 

do the same for you. 

The couples we are high-

lighting in this installment 

areé 

Mark & Sabine Vogel are 

in the Oakland Zone and 

are part of the Happy 

Huggers WEDS Group. 

They have been married 

23 years and 

òexperiencedó their 

Weekend in February of 

1996. They have two 

childrenñone girl and 

one boy, both in college 

Bill & Janice Freeman ð 

They are in the Oakland 

Zone and are part of the 

Hearts of the Hills WEDS 

Group. They have been 

married 26 years and 

òexperiencedó their 

Weekend in February of 

1992.  

ñFran & Jerry Ashe 

2009 Section 6/7 Convention Reflections  

Sabine and Mark Vogel 

Janice and Bill Freeman 



effort to notify you when Post 

meetings happen. 

After talking to WEDS lead-

ers, the date for the All Commu-

nity Meeting was moved later to 

February 27th to give more time 

between area events. This will 

be a chance to talk about our 

hopes and dreams for Marriage 

Encounter in Detroit 2010.  We 

intend to open up the plan for 

WWME events. If there are mar-

riage topics you would like to 

see covered in depth, we im-

plore you make this meeting. 

We are also looking to do com-

pletely different styles of 

events.  

As an example, one thing 

weõve heard is that many of you 

would like to do a community 

service event. This would be a 

great way to bring our commu-

nity together and build up our 

local area in a difficult time. 

Other ideas include doing some 

of our community events as an 

open event to the Archdiocese 

of Detroit and bringing in a well-

known lecturer as an enrich-

ment. Weõll be sending out 

some suggestions before the All 

Community Meeting to help 

seed some thought. (We want 

to hear your ideas!) 

Conversely, we are looking to 

update/replace/end events 

which have had reduced inter-

est recently. This year the Fam-

ily Christmas Mass was can-

celled for this reason.  Weõve 

enjoyed the event in the past 

and perhaps it should return, 

but the feedback weõve gotten 

(Continued from page 1) 
is that bi-annual may be more 

appropriate. 

What am I looking forward to 

most this Christmas season? 

Dear Renee,  

Your MEQ: You have very sweet 

affirmations. 

I have really grown to enjoy 

the bustle and excitement of 

Christmastime and family. I 

really just canõt choose one 

thing. Iõm looking forward to 

Christmas morning with the kids 

in their PJs (extended family 

included!), everybody excited 

about a special meal, going and 

seeing Christmas lights, and of 

course, going to midnight mass 

is a truly special experience. I 

get overwhelmed (in a good sort 

of way) about how this will be 

one of those moments the kids 

will remember just about for-

ever. My feeling is awe. My feel-

ing is like seeing a beautiful 

table setting waiting for com-

pany. The sound, or music in 

this case would probably be a 

quiet but moving rendition of 

Ode to Joy. The color is the 

white twinkle of Christmas 

lights against the tree. The feel-

ing is warm one in the midst of 

our Michigan winter. It is a 10 

out of 10. 

Love you always, Chris 

Dear Chris 

Your MEQ: You accept my at-

tempts and reconciliation. 

I am most looking forward to 

taking the kids to the Wayne 

County Lightshow. But it hasnõt 

happened the last couple of 

years and Iõm not sure it will 

this year because of Davidõs 

surgery. Still, Iõm feeling eager. 

My eager feeling is similar to 

how I feel when I jump out of 

bed on the day we are driving to 

our vacation destination. Eager 

like going to watch a long antici-

pated movie such as Star Wars. 

Itõs taking on a challenge I think 

will be fun. My eager feeling has 

a lot of energy and momentum 

behind it. Itõs peppy. The inten-

sity is an 8. Itõs similar to the 

feeling I have when Iõm prepar-

ing to give someone special a 

gift. 

Love, Renee 

Every year in the newsletter 

we ask you to remember World-

wide Marriage Encounter for 

your end of the year giving.  This 

year is particularly important. 

The state of Michigan is hurting 

in employment and as a result 

donations on the Weekend 

have been down. WWME has 

made strides in making the 

weekend more accessible 

(monetarily and timewise) 

through in-parish weekends, as 

well as continued out reach 

abroad (as in the Cayman Is-

land weekend). We need your 

support! 

Please consider WWME for 

your end of year giving. You can 

choose a set amount per month 

paid via credit card or a one 

time donation.  Just $30 a 

month gives the gift of a Week-

end to a couple in need.  Please 

see page 9 for year-end dona-

tion information. 

Love and Hugs, 

Chris and Renee Pall & Msgr. 

Chuck 

--Faith will light the Way 

Ecclesial LetterñContinued 
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Dialogue: 

What am I looking 

forward to most this 

Christmas season? 

HDIFAT? 

 

solid 8.  The taste of your favorite 

home-cooked meal after not hav-

ing it for awhile.  The gratitude 

and appreciation for the blessing 

you feel as you watch a healthy 

child play. Warm. The yellows and 

pinks of summer sunset after a 

fun day with friends.  

Anything else you would like to 

SHARE... 

Vogel ð There was a great bal-

ance of enrichment talks, 

blended with social and free time. 

It was very relaxed and worth-

while. The committee did an ex-

cellent job with timing and rele-

vancy. 

Freeman ð Would be good to 

send your summary, along with 

our Team thanks, to the couples 

and priests that made it happen. 

(Continued from page 2) 
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plained to them that at this 

point on a WWME weekend their 

prayer couples would normally 

enter and greet them. Obviously 

this was not possible. Since this 

was the 1st weekend on the is-

land, the community that had 

prayed for them was many miles 

away. Jerry Ashe surprised us 

with a special power point pres-

entation. So many of the Detroit 

Area community had volun-

teered to pray for these couples, 

and many pictures were taken 

beforehand. Jerry then showed 

all of us his presentation com-

plete with the WWME song, logo, 

a picture of each of the week-

end couples and a larger picture 

of their prayer couple. Each 

slide gave the names of both 

the newly encountered couple 

and their prayer couple. This 

special moment had a huge 

emotional impact on not only 

the couples, but the rest of the 

Team as well. It was truly like 

having you all there with us at 

that special moment. Thank you 

so much to all who sent cards/

letters and photos! No one 

wanted to leave. Another special 

thank you to Frank & Barb Rou-

land who did all the printing of 

nametags, tables tags and lists 

for us. 

The couples were invited to 

return on Wednesday evening 

for a pot luck supper. Each cou-

ple was asked to invite the cou-

ples from their Inviting List they 

did on Sunday during the Share 

the Dream talk.  

11 of the couples came back 

on Wednesday and 5 extra cou-

ples also came. After the pot-

luck supper, the encountered 

couples met with Walt & Joyce 

Gomulinski who presented a 

Post Marriage Encounter. This 

was different than our regular 

Post sessions. In this session 

the group learned what a WEDS 

group is about and how it works, 

and the Gomulinskiõs modeled a 

WEDS meeting for them, com-

plete with presentation, dia-

logue and open sharing. The 

couples choose a couple to be-

come their WEDS group coordi-

nators for future meetings! The 

yet to be encountered couples 

that they brought with them 

were presented a Marriage En-

richment program with Fran & 

Jerry Ashe in another room. Both 

Detroit couples told us the night 

was a great success!  We, David 

& Jane, had to return home the 

day after the W/E, and were sad 

not to meet again with these 

very excited couples, but have 

had email contact with several 

of them during the following 

week. 

 This WWME weekend 

was truly a reminder that we are 

called to change the world, liter-

ally, one couple at a time! What 

a blessing to bring the WWME 

weekend to another corner of 

the world! 

(Continued from page 1) 
Dialogue: 

HDIF when I reflect 

on the dedication of the 

St. Ignatius couples? 
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Outreach WWME Weekend , St. Ignatius Grand Cayman Island 


