
Dear WWME Community, 

For dialog, we answered 

the question: How do I/we 

celebrate Feb 14th? HDIFAT? 

Dear Chris and Renee, 

Your most endearing 

quality this evening is the 

patient care of your children. 

When most people think 

about February 14, they 

readily think of St. Valen-

tineõs Day ð a day for loving 

couples to celebrate their 

love for one another. 

For over 4 years I have 

celebrated  February 14 at 

the patronal feast day of our 

seminary, SS. Cyril and 

Methodius.  On that day we 

usually celebrate a group of 

seminarians moving another 

step towards priesthood as a 

lector, acolyte or candi-

date.  In a way February 14 

celebrates our love for our 

spouse ð the Church. 

I feel privileged to cele-

brate February 14 in this 

way.  The faculty and I al-

ways feel a sense of pride as 

the seminarians take an-

other step in the journey 

towards ordained minis-

try.  The privileged feeling is 

like being invited to do 

something special.  A good 

example for the three of us 

was when I was invited by 

you to baptize your 

baby.  The feeling is an 8 on 
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A Night to Behold: Christmas Dinner Dance 
On January 16, the De-

troit WWME community held 

its annual 

Christmas Din-

ner Dance at the 

Southfield Mar-

riott.  The theme 

and name of the 

event was the 

òChristmas 

Caroló because 

there was a spe-

cial effort made 

to include òpast, 

present and 

futureó commu-

nity members and ghosts.  

Overall, about 120 people 

attended.  No ghosts. It was 

a lot of fun and a great joy to 

see so many past, present 

and, hopefully, future com-

munity members enjoying 

the evening together. 

Many people provided 

photos of other Marriage 

Encounter couples, past and 

present and of other ME 

events. From those 

photos Chris Pall 

created an inter-

esting, and fun-to-

watch video that 

was played during 

much of the eve-

ning.  It relived 

historical moments 

such as Monsignor 

Chuck Kosanke on 

the dance floor 

with Rob and Sue 

Strouse and Diana 

Lee Mosley.  It captured 

many moments from WEDS 

groups throughout the area.  

(Continued on page 4) 

Dancers at the Christmas Carol, Annual Christmas Dinner Dance 
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February 27 th  

11am ð 3pm  

Location: Holy Innocents -St. Barnabas Parish  

26000 Ridgemont Street, Roseville, MI  - (586) 777-7543  

Near Frazho (10 1/2 Mile), between Hayes and Gratiot 

 

Setting Up Enrichments/Events for the Year:  

Bring a book or video you have enjoyed that has en-

hanced your marriage  

 

Community Questions and Answers  

 

Presentation and Dialog:  

How being in a vibrant community changes and 

challenges us  

 

Food!  

Potluck lunch ð (Pizza and Ice Cream Provided)  

Bring your favorite side  



a scale of 1-10.  If it was a 

color it would be a bright 

sunny yellow.  If it was a 

sound, it would be light wind 

chimes.  If the feeling was a 

touch it would like a cash-

mere sweater.  

Love, 

Msgr Chuck  

Dear Renee and Msgr 

Chuck, 

I judge Iõm not terribly 

good with Romance as of 

late. Itõs frustrating because 

itõs just not who I feel I can 

be. Iõm far, far too careful. 

My feeling is sad and disap-

pointed. My feeling of sad-

ness is an empty feeling. It 

has a hollow nature to it. The 

color is a pale white, sort of 

a ghostly type color. My feel-

ing is similar to how I felt 

when I showed up late to 

pick up Elizabeth. A òscene 

in natureó would be a dark 

cold forest covered in snow. 

The strength is a seven to an 

eight. If my feeling were a 

taste it would be oatmeal 

without anything to sweeten 

it up. 

Love, 

Chris  

Dear Chris and Msgr. Chuck, 

We really havenõt been 

celebrating Valentineõs Day. 

We have gotten in a bad 

habit of not risking. In the 

past my feelings have been 

hurt, so it has become eas-

ier to just ignore Valentineõs 

Day than to make an effort. 

I feel disappointed by 

my answer. It is not what I 

want for us. My feeling of 

disappointment is like when 

our picnic was rained out 

last summer. Itõs similar to 

(Continued from page 1) 
how I felt not making the 

cheerleading squad in grade 

school. My disappointed 

feeling is like when I wasnõt 

able to get together with a 

friend because it was time 

for the babyõs nap.  

Love, 

Renee 

Over the years, gift giving 

and special celebration days 

have not been easy for us.  

The Valentineõs Day after our 

original WWME Weekend 

illustrates this pretty well.  I 

(Renee) asked Chris to pur-

chase me a card from the 

store for Valentines.  Some 

years we had not even been 

exchanging cards.   

When the morning of 

Valentineõs Day arrived, 

Chris came and kissed me 

before he left for work as 

usual.  However, he seemed 

to be in a bad mood and told 

me òthis is your giftó.  I 

looked up and there was a 

sticky note on the ceiling 

that said òI love Youó.   I 

thought that is not what I 

asked for and went back to 

sleep.   

(Chris) I was nervous when I 

gave Renee her gift, so what 

I said certainly sounded a 

little off. Still, I had men-

tioned to her about the 

poem ð she didnõt even 

look! I went to work pretty 

mad. 

When I woke up, I found 

all kinds of òI love youó 

sticky notes.  They were 

stuck on the washing ma-

chine, the exercise bike, the 

mirror, the dishwasher, etc.  

I was crying but not for joy.  I 

thought, òOh, he didnõt take 

the time to go to the store, 

so he put sticky notes 

around the house.  How typi-

cal of his last minute plan-

ning.ó 

I sent Chris a message 

over the computer saying òI 

donõt understand.  You had 

time to get me a card.  Why 

didnõt you do what I asked of 

you?ó  I was really hurt.  Did 

he really not give any 

thought to picking up a 

card?  Chris replied very dif-

ferently than he had in the 

morning.  Even though we 

were messaging over the 

computer I could tell that he 

was not upset with me.  He 

was sort of confused as well. 

(Chris) I couldnõt understand 

why she hadnõt looked at the 

poem, and when she asked 

òwhat poem?, I realized she 

hadnõt heard because she 

was still asleep. 

Our daughter who was 

sleeping in our bed came 

down about then and was so 

excited to see the notes.  I 

went up to the room and 

found on the pillow, just the 

other side of where she had 

come to sleep in the morn-

ing, a poem.  Chris had writ-

ten a beautiful poem about 

how loved and cared for he 

felt.  And how all the items in 

our house made him think of 

me and all the loving things I 

do for him ð giving him time 

to exercise, making meals, 

washing clothes, etc. 

(Chris) Over the phone I ex-

plained that I had left the 

notes on things that re-

minded me of our lives to-
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And it included pictures of 

several past Executive cou-

ples who made 

significant contri-

butions to Mar-

riage Encounter, 

including Mike 

and Kim Potter, 

Glen and Christie 

Pelot, Joe and 

Dar Nowaski and 

Tom and Rita 

Rice.  

After dinner, 

there was a 

50/50 donation 

drawing:  half the 

proceeds were donated to 

Marriage Encounter and half 

the proceeds went to the win-

ning couple.  This year, Skip 

and Fran Ryder 

won the drawing.  

As you might ex-

pect if you know 

the Ryders, they 

generously do-

nated their  win-

nings to Marriage 

Encounter. 

Chris and 

Renee Pall, the 

current Executive 

Couple for the 

Detroit Area, gave 

special acknowl-

edgement for the 

contributions of 

many couples by 

asking those who have done 

different things in ME to come 

to the dance floor.  This in-

cluded those who have led 

local WEDS groups, Zone Co-

ordinators, Executive Couples, 

Finance Teams, Workshop 

Couples and much more. The 

longest-encountered couple 

present was Dave and Chris 

Costyk who have been en-

countered 36 years! (See the 

sidebar reflection of Dave and 

Chris on page 5) 

Beautiful centerpieces, 

created by each of the area 

WEDS groups, adorned the 

tables.  One person at each 

table had a special heart-

shaped sticker on the bottom 

of his/her chair and that per-

son won the centerpiece on 

their table. 

After dinner, there was 

also dancing to music pro-

vided by Brian Pelione, a DJ 

and relative of long-time ME 

couple, Dan and Debbie War-

ing.  He came well supplied 

with music and accommo-

dated many, many requests 

from the couples in atten-

dance.  Several people men-

tioned the fine dancing of one 

elderly but spry couple, Ray 

and Pauline LeDuke, 

who danced nearly 

every dance.  High-

lights of the evening 

included: Gerald Wer-

netteõs dance imper-

sonation of John Tra-

volta in Saturday Night 

Fever; Rita Riceõs  ren-

dition of Tina Turnerõs 

òProud Mary,ó and 

several special num-

bers by the dancing 

duo of Janice Freeman 

and Debbie Waring.  

Rumor has it that 

Dancing with the Stars 

wanted to speak with all of 

them after the dance.  Hope 

you were there to see 

it!  

Several people added 

a lot to make the eve-

ning such a success.  

Special mention goes 

to Cheryl and Gerald 

Wernette.  They were 

the overall event man-

agers, in addition to 

handling many of the 

particular tasks like 

registration. Special 

thanks also go to 

Frank and Barb Rou-

land, Paul and Claudia 

Zernak, Larry and JoAnn Bris-

ner, Bill and Janice Freeman 

and Chris and Renee Pall. 

Thanks to all the couples and 

WEDS groups that created the 

beautiful centerpieces. And 

lastly, thanks to all of you that 

attended and helped to make 

it such a special and memora-

ble evening! 

ñBill & Janice Freeman 

(Continued from page 1) 

Christmas Dinner Dance -continued  

Chris & Renee Pall and Chris & David Costyk 


