
Dear Loving Community, 

This the season of Lent 

and St. Patrickõs day is com-

ing up. This got us to think-

ing about gold, and that 

what is most important in 

our lives.  It seems so sim-

ple: God, our spouses, and 

family and friends. But for 

me (Chris), this is something 

I struggle with on a regular 

basis.  In my dialog, I shared 

that I lose track of whatõs 

important (looking for fools 

gold!). As I am a helper, I 

paint myself into a corner by 

overpromising at work. My 

anxiety rises when I realize 

what Iõve promised, so I put 

off dealing with it. Then, at 

3:00am (or worse), I realize 

how trapped I feel. I can only 

think of what I said and what 

I havenõt done. Renee 

comes 

down, 

and 

sheõs 

under-

standably upset and this is 

usually when I feel the most 

alone with my trapped feel-

ing. Not because sheõs mad, 

but because I havenõt 

shared what was going on 

with me. And usually, it is in 
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Multicultural Community Night  
Friday night, January 22, 

a Multicultural Community 

Night was held at 

Holy Redeemer 

Church on Vernor 

Highway in Mexican-

town. It was a cele-

bration of the rich-

ness, beauty and 

strength that result 

from melding the 

various cultures that 

are all part of Godõs 

Plan, with a particu-

lar focus that night 

on the Anglo and 

Hispanic Cultures.  The Sec-

tion Leaders for the Hispanic 

Community, Jesus and Mabel 

Ibarra introduced the eve-

ningõs presenters, Victor and 

Veronica Albana and Bill and 

Janice Freeman. Victor and 

Veronica spoke in Spanish 

while Bill and Janice gave 

their presentation in English. 

Each of the presenters 

talked about their nationality, 

their roots, how they feel 

about those roots, their 

joys and frustrations when 

learning a different lan-

guage, and how differ-

encesñwhether between 

cultures or between 

spousesñcan be a source 

of beauty and strength.  

The dialogue question 

was òIf we are all Godõs 

children, what can I do to 

love others?ó  What are 

my feelings about this?  

The Open Sharing Question 

was òHow do I feel being 

here, at this multicultural 
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Multicultural Community Night at Holy Redeemer 
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What It Is:  
 

Ẅeekend is held at a Parish using available private rooms as 

sharing spaces. (classrooms, offices, even storage closests can be 

used)  

S̈ame weekend outline  with a slightly modified timeline as retreat/

hotel based weekends . 

N̈o overnight stay -- many couples with children report this is the 

only way they were able to attend a WWME weekend . 

Why the In -Parish is Good for your Parish and your WEDS 

Group  

 ̈Help your Parish Priest fulfill the Bishops Initiative on Marriage . 

 ̈Good way to kickstart a marriage enrichment program at your 

church and to renew the church . 

 ̈Attracts a group of couples that wouldn't necessarily be able to 

go on a residential weekend . 

 ̈Couples coming off of the non -residential weekend have been 

more likely to join WEDS:  

 In-parish couples have a strong connection to community when they see 

 you  serving meals, hosting, and at the walk -in. 

 Couples also more geographically centralized and often a closer knit 

 group as a result of being in the same or nearby parishes . 

 ̈Brings your WEDS group together  as you serve married couples to-

gether.  
 

Find out more information today!  
Chris and Renee Pall  

(248)374 -0760  

 



this moment that I find my 

gold, because I get a LOT of 

perspective in that moment 

when we start to talk about 

it, and I realize what is truly 

important, and that what-

ever it was at work, it proba-

bly didnõt even need to be 

done just then. 

The Foolõs Gold I 

(Renee) find myself chasing 

after, as a Thinker, is want-

ing others to see me as ca-

pable and competent.  I find 

myself working sometimes 

longer than is necessary on 

a project.  Or worse, arguing 

with Chris because I judge 

his ideas, or the work he has 

done is going to reflect 

poorly on me.  Itõs my fear of 

rejection by people other 

than Chris that makes this 

worse.  In the moment, I am 

pretty unaware of my fears 

and just think my idea is the 

better one.  I know I have 

hurt Chris many times with 

my over focus on other peo-

pleõs opinions.  I feel awful 

that I have failed to forsake 

all others for him.  But I am 

grateful that I am beginning 

to realize this.  I know it is 

our daily dialog that has al-

lowed me to realize the fool-

ishness of the gold I am 

chasing.  The gold I have 

been given by the Lord is my 

relationship with Chris and 

that is the relationship I 

need to spend the time pol-

ishing to reflect Godõs good-

ness in the world.    

Our Trialog Question was: 

What virtue do I want to 

(Continued from page 1) work on this Lent? 

Dear Renee and Chuck, 

Reneeõs MEQ: Your laughter, 

your playfulness: You want 

to have fun, you let yourself 

be tickled. 

Msgr. Chuckõs MEQ: You 

are generous with your time. 

I want to work on being 

a servant to Godõs will. I 

think all too often I am not 

following anything but the 

whim of the moment. I think 

he calls me to be a good 

dad, a  good husband, and a 

good worker, in that order 

and I need to keep that in 

mind more often. This 

means putting kids before a 

lot of the other busywork 

that has gotten in the way 

lately. 

My feeling is mad.  Mad 

because I judge I let things 

get out of whack. Iõm mad 

and ashamed that I have let 

that happen. The color of my 

feeling is red. The òtasteó is 

super hot pizza that burns 

the roof of your mouth. Itõs 

realizing Iõve lost something 

valuable. The strength is an 

8 or a 9. 

Love, Chris 

 

Dear Chris & Chuck, 

Your MEQ: You are 

funny and fun to be with. 

Msgr. Chuckõs MEQ: You 

keep things in perspective. 

Patience. I have plenty 

of opportunities to practice. I 

want to get to a point where 

I can be patient even when I 

donõt feel patient inside. I 

want to lead my behavior 

and having my feelings fol-

low. 

I feel challenged. Itõs 

similar to how I feel after a 

couple of weeks back exer-

cising. My challenged feeling 

reminds me to trying to 

make a complicated recipe. 

The intensity is about a 7. 

Itõs like trying to thread a 

needle by candle light.  Do-

ing a really complicated puz-

zle or math problem invokes 

this feeling. The touch is 

sandpaper. 

Love, Renee 

 

Dear Chris & Renee, 

Your most endearing quality 

today is your commitment to 

WWME. 

The virtue that I am working 

on this Lent is patience.  In 

the midst of a lot of de-

mands and activity patience 

can grow thin, such as not 

wanting to wait in a line or to 

be in a hurry.  Another as-

pect of patience is trying to 

endure something that an-

noys me instead of exhibit-

ing irritation.  I know that the 

best way to improve pa-

tience is with prayer & me-

diation and slowing down. 

I feel challenged by my 

answer.  The feeling of being 

challenged is like climbing a 

sand dune ð you make 

some progress then slide 

down a few feet.  The chal-

lenged feeling is a 7 on a 

scale of 1-10.  If it was a 

touch it would by slippery.  If 

it was a taste, it would be 

like a pill that quickly dis-

solves in your mouth. 

 Love, Msgr. Chuck  

 

After meeting with the 
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community night?ó 

All together 

there were over 

35 couples in 

attendance, 

plus lots of 

children.  Cou-

ples included 

Antonio and 

Conny Samano, 

Area Leaders 

for the His-

panic commu-

nity and Chris 

and Renee 

Pall, Area Lead-

ers for the An-

glo community. 

The group was 

fortunate to 

have the 

WWME National Ecclesial 

Team, Scott and Karen 

Seaborn, and Fr. Tom Griffth 

take part in the evening.  In 

addition, we were blessed 

with the presence of three 

other priests, 

Fr. Don Han-

chon of Holy 

Redeemer, Fr. 

Francois Pellis-

sier of Ohio 

(the Ecclesial 

Team priest for 

the Hispanic 

Section of 

which Detroit is 

part) and Fr. 

Jaime Hinojos 

of St. Gabriel, 

in Mexican-

town.  Several 

Hispanic cou-

ples from the Grand Rapids 

and Kalamazoo areas also 

made the long drive in time to 

be with us for the evening. 

After the 10/10 and Open 

Sharing everyone was treated 

to a wonderful buffet dinner. 

There were all kinds of really 

delicious food including tama-

les, enchiladas, mole verde 

with chicken, pasta, flan, fruit 

salad and all sorts of other 

wonderful desserts. 

After dinner, there was a 

raffle.  The lucky ticket hold-

ers won one of several exqui-

site paintings of Christ done 

by a local artist from the De-

troit Hispanic Community 

Then one of the Hispanic 

couples from Grand Rapids 

led whoever wanted to partici-

pate in a dance (and song) 

called Pie! Pie! Pie! (Foot! 

Foot! Foot!).  It was a little like 

the Anglo song of òPut Your 

Left Foot In and Shake It All 

Aboutó except the idea was 

that you can 

praise God 

through anything 

you do, including 

the movement of 

any part of your 

body.  For those of 

us that are coordi-

nation-challenged, 

it was a lot of 

laughs, and a lot 

of fun. 

It was quite an 

evening.  Two 

communities with 

many differences 

but more in com-

mon embracing 

the opportunity to 

know each other better, the 

open and warm sharings, the 

sense of family, the shouts 

and gleeful laughter of young 

children, the wide participa-

tion of couples and priests, 

the great food, the 

beautiful flowers 

that adorned each 

table, topped off 

with some dancing 

and singing!  It 

was a great night!  

Up-lifting. And a 

lot of fun. 

 

Our hope and 

dream is that 

there will be more 

community events 

with both English 

and Hispanic Com-

munities and that 

you will join us at the next 

event. 

 

ñBill & Janice Freeman 

(Continued from page 1) 

Multicultural Community Night -continued 

Victor & Veronica Albana and Janice & Bill Freeman 

Holy Redeemer Church 


