
Dear Loving Community, 

 

We canõt believe itõs been 

almost a year since we were 

affirmed Ecclesial Team along 

with Fr. Syl for our wonderful 

WWME Community of Detroit.  

Finally, things are starting to 

click and we are getting it!   We 

thought we would share some 

of our thoughts, feelings, chal-

lenges and joys with you in this 

issue of the newsletter.   

Weõd like to start first by 

sharing our joys with you.  Since 

becoming Ecclesial Team we 

made a commitment to our-

selves to get to know all of you 

by inviting ourselves to each of 

your WEDS groups.  What a 

blessing this has been for us.  

We have shared with five WEDS 

groups as of this writing and we 

have enjoyed every minute of 

making this commitment.  We 

have gotten to know each cou-

ple at the sharing and hear 

their stories, learn about their 

families, and hear about their 

dreams for WWME.  Yes, we 

have been sharing about the 

BCTR, which is Building Com-

munity through Relationships, 

but through these sharingõs we 

have gotten some valuable 

insight into what each of you 

want for our community.  The 

BCTR is going to take place in 

Lansing next year on Saturday 

and Sunday, August 11 & 12, 

2012.  Our hope is that many of 

you will attend this exciting 

enrichment, and our Detroit 

Community will become more 

vibrant and energized as we 

continue to grow.  We have 

made many new friends and 

our WWME friends have really 

become our WWME family. 

Another joyful blessing was 

meeting couples in our Section 

(Section 6) and developing rela-

tionships with them.  We now 

know there truly is a Worldwide 

Marriage Encounter family eve-

rywhere and each couple we 
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One of the ways we keep 

our romance alive is by going 

on mystery drives.  Weõll take 

a day to celebrate our birth-

days, anniversaries, or just 

because itõs a beautiful day. 

We even did a mini vacation 

with our two daughters this 

way.  We make minimal 

plans,  though itõs helpful to 

have a map or a GPS. We 

start out early in the day, with 

a general idea of the direc-

tion we want to go, and see 

where it takes us.  Itõs fun to 

stop in little quaint towns or 

perhaps follow a river. Weõve 

discovered botanical gar-

dens, lovely parks, wineries, 

sand dunes, picnicked along 

the St. Clair River and 

watched the ships, stopped 

in museums, or just held 

hands and listened to memo-

ries on CD while enjoying the 

scenery. We might do a ver-

bal dialogue, such as òWhat 

is my strongest feeling right 

now.ó 

Last year on our anniver-

sary, we had planned to take 

a drive along the St. Clair 

River.  We decided to start 

our day with Mass, and in-

stead of going to our own 

parish, opted for a church in 

the direction weõd be travel-

ing.  I went on the internet on 

Tuesday night and got the 

daily Mass schedules for sev-

eral parishes.  On Wednesday 

morning when we were ready 

to leave we chose the church 

(Continued on page 2) 

Mystery Drives 



Page 2 Our Love Connection 

that worked with our sched-

ule most conveniently. It was 

purely by chance, or so we 

thought at the time. 

We walked into church, 

Wednesday, May 19th, and 

there must have been 40 

people at morning mass. In 

fact, there were only a couple 

open seats and they were not 

together. While we were look-

ing around for extra chairs to 

bring in, several people rear-

ranged themselves so we 

could sit together.  We 

thanked the gentleman next 

to us, making the comment 

that since it was our anniver-

sary it was nice to sit to-

gether.  He explained that 

they were there to celebrate 

the 10th anniversary of the 

couple in the front row. 

Shortly thereafter, the 

priest came in. Fr. Larry ad-

dressed Ron and Pauline, the 

anniversary couple and wel-

comed all of his friends from 

St. Bede. Paul and I just 

looked at each other in disbe-

lief. You see, we were mar-

ried at St. Bede, 31 years ago 

that day. While we had no 

intention of interfering with 

Ron and Paulineõs celebra-

tion, apparently God did. The 

man next to us announced 

that we were celebrating our 

anniversary also.  Mass went 

on, and during the homily, Fr 

Larry made several refer-

ences to Ron and Pauline.  

One of the parishioners made 

sure he didnõt forget us, ei-

ther.  At this point, he asked 

us our names and we an-

swered, and I mentioned that 

we were married at St. Bede. 

òIn fact,ó I said, òa few of you 

may know my parents, Joe 

and Dolores Rogell.ó Several 

people replied that they did 

and one woman reacted, òoh 

my gosh, they were part of 

our group.ó  It turned out, this 

woman had been at our wed-

ding. Everyone was stunned. 

In fact, Fr. Larry referenced 

the Twilight Zone. 

At the greeting of peace, 

it seemed as though every-

one came to give us a hug 

and greeting. Then after com-

munion, Fr. Larry had a bless-

ing for Ron and Pauline and 

then asked us forward for a 

blessing. 

After Mass, as we chat-

ted and mingled with the peo-

ple, we were invited to join 

them for breakfast at Ramõs 

Horn.  We thanked them, but 

declined. We felt weõd in-

truded on their day enough 

already.  But all of the people 

were insistent.  They kept 

asking how we knew that this 

group from St. Bede was go-

ing to be there and didnõt 

believe that it was pure 

chance. It seemed a bit too 

coincidental. 

During the wonderful 

breakfast, we discovered 

even more amazing connec-

tions. At the end, everyone 

was hugging us and saying 

goodbye and I turned around, 

and there was my Aunt Lee.  

Evidently, she meets some 

friends for lunch on Wednes-

days and again, we just 

òhappenedó to be there. 

Amazing? Yes. Coinciden-

tal? Yes. Providential? Very. 

The Lord works in mysterious 

ways and that day held far 

too many coincidences to be 

anything less than Providen-

tial. Though the rest of our 

mystery drive was enjoyable, 

nothing could compare to the 

start of our day.  

Give it a try.  Open your-

selves up to a new adventure 

together. Be light and breezy 

and free. Recall how you 

were when you were dating 

and just enjoy a day together. 

Create new memories that 

you will reminisce about for 

years to come. 

 

Paul and Claudia Zernec 
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òGive it a try.  Open 

yourselves up to 

adventure together.ó 

 



meet, either here or out of our 

area, just get nicer and nicer.  It 

is amazing!  WWME couples are 

amazing.  We are both on the 

quiet side and tend to sit in the 

background, but these last few 

months has encouraged us to 

step out of that comfort zone 

and share ourselves with all of 

you.    And we love doing that!  

Who would have òthunkedó that 

about us? 

Another joy was our first All 

Community Meeting in Febru-

aryé.this was our first function 

as your leaders.   However, Dan 

had to work and Debbie ended 

up being sick with the flu and 

having to leave the meeting.  But 

our Community stepped up and 

took over and had a terrific, 

productive meeting.   You are 

what WWME is all about.  We 

realized that we are all a team 

working together in this ministry.  

At first we felt discouraged that 

we werenõt there, but all the 

love, support, and teamwork by 

all of you made us feel accepted 

and loved.  Once again we were 

amazed by the couples in 

WWME. 

The next event was the April 

Community Night and the theme 

was Family Dialogue.  It was a 

huge success and so many of 

those who attended were ex-

cited to go home and share dia-

logue with their children.  Our 

grandsons were with us and they 

had a blast.  On the way home, 

our 8-year-old grandson, Ethan, 

told us that since they now could 

dialogue, could he pick the next 

question?  Weõre still smiling 

about that one. 

Another joy of ours is get-

ting to know how each of the 

different positions that couples 

volunteer for in Marriage En-

counter work to make the Week-

end a success.  We never real-

ized all the work you put into 

getting the supplies to the Week-

end, getting prayer couples for 

those couples experiencing the 

Weekend, the WEDS leaders, 

the Inviting Liaisons, the News-
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Couple, those couples who 

volunteer to host the Weekend, 

the couples who help out with 

meals on the Non-Residential 

Weekends (In-Parish Week-

ends), those couples who help 

with Mass Talks and Informa-

tion Booths at parishes and 

events, the campout, the golf 

outing, what all is behind the 

Epiphany Dinner Dance, the 

application couple and all that 

they do, the couple in charge of 

the WWME Detroit website, the 

prayer request line,  how the 

Day of Romance comes to-

gether.  Now there is some-

thing to talk about.  

The Day of Romance was 

also another successful event.  

We had invited the Hispanic 

Community and couples from 

Lansing also attended.  They 

couldnõt say enough nice things 

about the day.  The theme was 

òThe Art of Loveó and two of the 

presentations were done both 

in English and in Spanish.  We 

all laughed together and had 

fun together creating our spe-

cial art project for our spouse.  

The Hispanic couples shared 

with us that they felt so loved 

and wanted to do more func-

tions together.  They would like 

to invite us to their Valentineõs 

Dance in February and we have 

invited them to the Epiphany 

Dinner Dance in January.   

We were invited to the 

Hispanic celebration of World 

Priest Day and met so many 

wonderful, loving couples who 

also want to see Marriage En-

counter thrive and grow.  God 

has been taking us places we 

never thought of and we are 

enjoying every minute of this 

journey. 

One wonderful blessing for 

us has been the relationship 

we have developed with our 

priests, Fr. Syl, Fr. Tom, and 

Msgr. Chuck.  We love them so 

much and they make us feel so 

comfortable.   They are fun and 

real and amazing men who love 

being with WWME couples.  

Weõve learned to love ice 

cream, spinach pie, and to not 

be shy about calling them at 

home or emailing them to ask 

a question.  They are friends, 

no they are our family.  Though 

we must admit we still have a 

hard time calling them by their 

first names, so we think weõll 

just stick with Fr. Syl, Fr. Tom, 

and Msgr. Chuck. 

We attended the 2011 

Section Convention in Wiscon-

sin with Fr. Syl and what fun we 

had.  The convention was spiri-

tual and encouraging so much 

so that Detroit is now looking 

forward to hosting the 2013 

Section 6 & 7 Convention.  

Again, you all are amazing.  But 

for us the convention was also 

a time to spend getting to know 

Fr. Syl more.  We hiked the 

Grand Traverse Bay, we en-

joyed many opportunities to 

taste and try different ice-

cream daily, and on the ride 

home we took a detour and 

visit the Amish Community in 

Indiana.  He is a great guide 

and we enjoyed our adventures 

with him and look forward to 

many more.  He invited us up 

to his summer home in Oscoda 

and spent the time touring 

Oscoda and all the places Fr. 

Syl loves to visit.  We are look-

ing forward to that canoe ride 

along the Au Sable next sum-

mer. 

There have been some 

challenges too.  We have had 

to cancel two Non-Residential 

Weekends which was very hard 

to do.  We have had to make 

some tough financial deci-

sions.  And we have watched 

dear Marriage Encounter 

friends experience loss, illness, 

and unemployment.   Yet, we 

feel these challenges are 

strengthening our Community 

as we all help each other 

through the difficult times.   

Wow, and itõs only been 11 

months!   

We would like to end this 

little article by thanking each of 

you for all of the unconditional 

love, support and help you 

continue to give us.  We canõt 
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Epiphany Dinner Dance  

Date Event Location Time Host

Nov 4-6 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend Quality Inn, Troy Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmOakland

Nov 16 (Wed)     Advisory Meeting Conference Call Evening

Jan 13-15 (Fri-Sun)
Non-Resident WWME 

Weekend
St. John Vianney, Shelby Twp Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmMacomb

Jan 21, 2012 (Sat) Epiphany Dinner Dance Venetian Club, Madison Hts Evening

Feb 10-12 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend St. Paul of the Cross, Detroit Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmWayne

Feb 12 (Sun) World Marriage Day San Marino Club, Troy 2:30pm-8:00pm All Enrichment

Feb tbd (Sat ) All Community Meeting tbd tbd

March 9-11 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend Quality Inn, Troy Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmOakland

tbd (Sat) Community Night tbd tbd tbd

April 27-29 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend Quality Inn, Troy Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmMacomb

June 22-24 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend St. Paul of the Cross, Detroit Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmWayne

July 13-15 (Fri-Sun) WWME National ConventionSacramento, CA

July/August
Non-Resident WWME 

Weekend
tbd Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmOakland

August 11-12 
Building Community Through 

Relationships
Lansing, MI tba

Sep 14-16 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend Quality Inn, Troy Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmOakland

Oct 12-14 (Fri-Sun)
Non-Resident WWME 

Weekend
St. Dunstan, Garden City Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmWayne

Oct 20 or 21 Day of Romance tbd tbd All

Nov 2-4 (Fri-Sun) WWME Weekend Quality Inn, Troy Sunday Walk-in: 3:45pmOakland

Jan 12, 2013 (Sat) Christmas Dinner Dance Venetian Club, Madison Hts Evening

Coming in '13 Sections 6 & 7 Convention Detroit, MI

2012



Do you agree that the single 

most effective way 

to get someone to 

do something is to 

ask them person-

ally?  That philoso-

phy applies to get-

ting married couples 

to attend a Marriage 

Encounter weekend 

too!  A great way to 

promote this won-

derful ministry to 

other couples is to 

HOST AN INFORMA-

TION BOOTH and/or 

INVITING TALK at your parish. 

 

Wonõt you please consider ask-

ing your parish to allow World-

wide Marriage Encounter to 

have a booth and witness talk 

during your masses on a future 

weekend?  Support is waiting 

for you from our movement to 

do this!  All you have to do is 

ask your priest for a weekend 

where you can promote upcom-

ing weekends at a discount for 

parishioners to sign up then 

and there!  Information Booths 

and literature can be delivered 

to you.  Couples can speak on 

the amazing experience of the 

weekend during the 

masses.  We just need you to 

ask your parish! 

 

When your parish agrees, give 

our Ecclesial Team a call or 

email to get it rolling on our 

end!  Debbie and Dan Waring 

are waiting and willing! 

After reading all the events 

Dan & Debbie participated in I 

feel as though I am an outsider.  

It is similar to the way I felt 

when I was in the seminary and 

could only go home for the holi-

days and summer.  I missed so 

many family events.  I have 

made the choice that so many 

snow birds have made, to avoid 

the snow and ice but also be 

away from family.   I see all of 

you as part of my family.   I look 

forward to joining you at team 

meetings this spring.  I am 

tell you how excited and happy 

we are to serve you this coming 

year.  We wish you all a Happy 

Thanksgiving, a Joyous and 

Merry Christmas, and a very 

Happy New Year.   

Oops!  Donõt forget the 

Epiphany Dinner Dance.  Weõd 

love to see you there. 

 

All our love, 

Dan & Debbie Waring 

(Continued from page 3) 
happy that I can support you 

even if from a distance for half 

of the year.  

 I enjoyed traveling to the 

section conference this summer 

with Dan & Debbie and a few 

others who were able to attend.  

I look forward to sharing our 

marriage encounter family with 

more of you when the confer-

ence will be held in Michigan a 

year from this summer. 

 

Fr. Syl Taube 

 

Personal Invitations Work 
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group.  They have attended 

many of our former post ses-

sions as well and are always 

willing to help you in any way 

they can. 

 

Mike is very funny and keeps us 

amused during our Weds ses-

sions.  Donna is a great listener.  

She always wants to share 

whatõs going on in her life as 

well as always making sure to 

ask what is new in yours.  

Donna has a very bright and 

warm smile.   

 

They are like the energizer bun-

nies because not only do they 

weekly babysit for their grand-

children but they are in charge 

of the Religious Education pro-

gram at their parish. 

 

We are so very glad that they 

have become a part of our Soul-

mates group.  They are a won-

derful addition. 

Spotlight on a Soulmate 

Donna and Mike Kohn.  Have 

you seen or heard these 

names?  We know you have 

because Mike and Donna made 

their original ME weekend in 

January of 1990.  They have 

been weekend team since June 

of 1991. 

 

They are a quiet couple but they 

do so much for our ME commu-

nity.  Besides  being an ex-

tremely active team couple they 

have also served as the WEDS 

leaders of the former Redford 

òThey are energizer 

bunniesó 

The Montanaõs providing information at a Macomb parish 
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The 90 Day Dialogue Challenge turned out to be a success.  We can only state the facts of the couples who submitted their days of dialogue.  

We suspect that there were many more days of dialogue that enriched the relationship of couples that just went unreported.  

We would like to acknowledge all the couples who participated and congratulate them for working on making their relationship a priority and 

thus making the world a better place. 

We celebrated and had the awards presentation at the Maybury Farm in Northville.  You can see all of the special awards below.  We also 

had a GRAND PRIZE winner.  We put all of the 100% Dialoguers in a hat and selected the OVERALL CHAMPION and they areé GERALD & 

CHERYL WERNETTE. 

WEDS Group with Most Dialogues Couples with 100%

Happy Huggers - 400 Ron & Pat Anderson

Nothern Lights - 344 Jerry & Fran Ashe

Downriver Lovebirds - 226 David & Jane Dewald

Journeymakers - 198 Glenn & Michelle Nowak

Passionate Partners - 142 Dave & Debbie Murray

Soulmates - 90 Stosh & Barb Staniszewski

Honeymooners - 90 Mark & Jennette Steinhauer

Dreamkeepers - 83 Mark & Sabine Vogel

Hearts of the Hills - 79 Gerald & Cheryl Wernette

WEDS Group w/Most Couples (6) 2nd Place Couples (The 80's)

 Northern Lights Dan & Debby Waring - 83

Happy Huggers Paul & Claudia Zernec - 82

Family with Most Family Dialogues

Chris & Renee Pall - 10

# of WEDS Groups Reported 9       

# of Couples Reported 28     

# of Dialogues Reported 1,652 


